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Umberto Boccioni (Italian, 1882-1916).

Unique Forms of Continuity in Space. 1913.

Bronze. Photo Credit: SCALA/Art Resource,

NY. Galleria d’ Arte Moderna, Milan, Italy.

A founding member of the Futurist school,

Boccioni coined the term “plastic dyna-

mism,” meaning “the simultaneous action

of the motion characteristic of an object

(its absolute motion), mixed with the trans-

formation which the object undergoes in

relation to its mobile and immobile environ-

ment (its relative motion).” Of this sculp-

ture, JC Taylor wrote: “It is muscular without

muscles, and massive without weight. The

rhythms of its forms triumph over the limita-

tions of the human stride to suggest unend-

ing movement into infinite space” (Futurism.

New York, NY: Museum of Modern Art;

1961:93).
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